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	DR. ANDREW F. ALEXIS COLLOQUIUM CHAIR
	Andrew F. Alexis, MD, MPH is Professor of Clinical Dermatology and Vice-Chair for Diversity and Inclusion at Weill Cornell Medicine in New York City. He is the former Chair of the Department of Dermatology at Mount Sinai Morningside and Mount Sinai West. Having served as Director of the first-of-its-kind Skin of Color Center for over 15 years, his work has helped to advance patient care, research, and education pertaining to dermatologic disorders that are prevalent in populations with skin of color.
	Dr. Alexis received his medical degree from Columbia University Vagelos College of Physicians & Surgeons and his Master of Public Health at Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health. He completed his dermatology residency at Weill Cornell Medicine, followed by a fellowship in dermatopharmacology at NYU Langone’s Ronald O. Perelman Department of Dermatology.
	Dr. Alexis has published more than 100 articles in peer-reviewed journals including the British Journal of Dermatology, Journal of the American Academy of Dermatology, and JAMA Dermatology among others. He has co-edited four textbooks and authored over 10 book chapters. Dr. Alexis is a frequent lecturer at national and international conferences and has been invited as a Visiting Professor or Grand Rounds speaker at many prestigious academic institutions. Dr. Alexis has held numerous leadership positions in professional organizations; he is the Immediate Past President of the Skin of Color Society, Past President of the New York Dermatological Society, Past President of the New York Academy of Medicine Dermatology Section, and former Chair of the Diversity Task Force Committee of the American Academy of Dermatology. He currently serves as a member of the Board of Directors of the Scarring Alopecia Foundation and was recently elected to the Board of Directors of the American Academy of Dermatology.
	Dr. Alexis has appeared on ABC, CBS, NBC, and FOX television news programs and has been quoted in numerous leading publications, including the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Forbes, Vogue, Allure, and Essence. He is listed in Castle Connolly’s Top Doctors ™ and Super Doctors®.
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	DR. RACHEL NETAHE ASINIWASIS  PRESENTER
	Dr. Rachel Netahe Asiniwasis is a dermatologist currently practicing in her hometown of Regina. She is the founder of Origins Dermatology Centre that serves the general population, alongside a multidisciplinary team-based model that delivers in-person and teledermatology services inclusive of rural and Indigenous communities across the province. Dr. Asiniwasis has a Master of Science in Health Sciences in clinical and translational research. She is of Plains Cree, Saulteaux, and English heritage. Her areas of interest include medical dermatology, inflammatory skin disease, the skin barrier, medical education, translational research, clinical trials, access to therapeutics, patient advocacy, skin of color, and rural, underserved, and Indigenous dermatology.
	DR. ELIOT F. BATTLE, JR. PRESENTER, DR. MERCY ALEXIS KEYNOTE
	Dr. Eliot F. Battle, Jr. is the CEO and Co-Founder of Cultura Dermatology & Plastic Surgery in Washington, D.C. Under his leadership, the practice has become a premier destination for patients from around the world seeking advanced dermatologic and aesthetic care, as well as for physicians pursuing specialized training in laser and aesthetic medicine.
	An internationally recognized educator, Dr. Battle has personally trained more than 4,000 physicians worldwide in laser surgical techniques. Throughout his career, he has maintained a strong commitment to mentorship, welcoming practicing physicians, residents, and medical students to observe and learn at his center. His dedication to education has helped shape the next generation of leaders in aesthetic dermatology.
	Dr. Battle is a renowned dermatologist, researcher, and pioneer in the field of laser medicine for skin of color. During his tenure at the Wellman Center for Photomedicine at Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School, he conducted groundbreaking research alongside Dr. R. Rox Anderson that transformed the treatment of diverse skin types. His work led to significant advances in laser applications for hair removal, pigmented lesions, and vascular anomalies in patients with skin of color.
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	Among his most influential contributions was the development of so-called “color-blind” laser technology—innovations that made it possible to safely and effectively treat darker skin types (Fitzpatrick IV–VI), overcoming limitations of earlier laser systems that frequently caused complications in darker skin tones. These advances helped establish new standards of care in dermatology and laser surgery worldwide. Dr. Battle’s contributions to medicine have earned him numerous academic honors and awards. He is a member of the prestigious Alpha Omega Alpha Medical Honor Society and was the recipient of a National Institutes of Health Investigator Research Award. He has also been honored with the Innovations in Skin of Color Dermatology Award, and has served as Co-Chair of the Skin of Color Update Conference for more than 16 years, helping to advance education and research in this critical area of dermatology.
	A respected leader within organized medicine, Dr. Battle is a member of the American Academy of Dermatology, the American Society for Laser Medicine and Surgery, and numerous international professional societies. He is a Past Chairman of the Dermatology Section of the National Medical Association and a Past President of the Howard University Medical Alumni Association. In addition to his medical achievements, Dr. Battle and Cultura Dermatology & Plastic Surgery have received numerous business and community honors, including the Emerging Business of the Year Award and the Business Leader Award, recognizing their impact on healthcare innovation, education, and patient care.
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	DR. RENÉE BEACH PRESENTER
	Dr. Renée A. Beach is a dermatologist practicing medical and cosmetic dermatology in Toronto. She opened DermAtelier on Avenue in the Avenue-Lawrence area of the city in 2020. She enjoys treating a range of skin conditions and the therapeutic challenge that comes with treating the same condition effectively in different skin types. In addition to her dermatology practice, Dr. Beach collaborates in select research projects, teaches dermatology residents during various academic days, and highlights the expertise of the profession as the on-air dermatologist on the daytime talk show "The Social", as well as during other media appearances.

	DR. MARISSA JOSEPH PRESENTER
	Dr. Marissa Joseph is an Associate Professor and the Inaugural AbbVie Chair in Ethnodermatology at the University of Toronto. She is Medical Director of the Ricky Kanee Schachter Dermatology Centre at Women’s College Hospital, and a Staff Physician in Dermatology at The Hospital for Sick Children (SickKids), where she cares for children with complex skin disease and leads a pediatric laser program. She is double board-certified in Pediatrics and Dermatology and completed medical school at Dalhousie University, both pediatric and dermatology training at the University of Toronto, and an MSc in Community Health at the Dalla Lana School of Public Health.
	Her practice spans general adult, pediatric, and surgical dermatology. Clinically and academically, she focuses on inflammatory skin disorders (including psoriasis, atopic dermatitis, and hidradenitis suppurativa), genodermatoses, and equity, diversity, and inclusion (EDI) in dermatologic care. Dr. Joseph serves as the EDI Lead for the Division of Dermatology at the University of Toronto, chairs the Canadian Skin of Colour & Diversity Research Scholarship, and co-chairs SkIN Canada’s Skin of Color Research Working Group. She has authored book chapters and numerous peer-reviewed articles and is recognized internationally for her expertise. Her vision for the field is straightforward: equitable, high-quality dermatologic care for everyone.
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	DR. JENNA LESTER  PRESENTER
	Dr. Jenna Lester is a graduate of Harvard University and The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University. She completed residency training in dermatology at the University of California San Francisco (UCSF) and is board certified in dermatology.
	Dr. Lester is an Assistant Professor of Dermatology at UCSF, where she practices and teaches general dermatology, and is the Founding Director of the Skin of Color Program. She has a particular interest in health care disparities in dermatology and improving access to specialty care for all patients. She was recently named a TED Fellow, where she continues her work to promote equity in dermatology education.

	DR. JAGGI RAO PRESENTER
	Dr. Jaggi Rao is an award-winning dermatologist, author, innovator, and researcher, licensed in both Canada and the United States. He is also a certified cosmetic and laser surgeon, having completed an accredited fellowship in southern California. Dr. Rao has a very busy and popular practice in the heart of Edmonton, where he serves as a Clinical Professor of Medicine and is the Dermatology Residency Program Director at the University of Alberta. He is also a resource for industry, delivering dozens of lectures every year at local, national, and international meetings, while serving on speakers’ bureaus, research committees, and advisory boards.
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	DR. IRINA TURCHIN PRESENTER
	Dr. Irina Turchin is the Medical Director of the Brunswick Dermatology Center in Fredericton, N.B., where she combines patient care with clinical research. She has been a primary investigator for over 80 Phase I–IV clinical trials covering many autoimmune and inflammatory skin diseases, including vitiligo, and has co-authored more than 60 peer-reviewed publications.
	Dr. Turchin is an Assistant Professor at Dalhousie University and is actively involved in medical education nationally and internationally. She has served on the steering committee for numerous educational initiatives and industry-led CME events.
	She earned a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Alberta, completed her medical training at the University of Calgary, and her Dermatology residency at McGill University. Dr. Turchin is board certified in dermatology in both Canada and the United States and has served as a board member for the Canadian Dermatology Association and the Canadian Dermatology Foundation.
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	10:00 AM
	WELCOME & LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	5 MIN
	DR. ANDREW ALEXIS
	10:05
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	DR. ELIOT F. BATTLE
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	15 MIN
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	15 MIN
	DR. JAGGI RAO
	10:55
	VITILIGO: CANADAIAN CONSENSUS  GUIDELINES FOR MANAGEMENT
	15 MIN
	DR. IRINA TURCHIN
	11:10
	LIVE PANEL DISCUSSION
	15 MIN
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	15 MIN
	DR. RENÉE BEACH
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	15 MIN
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	BIO BREAK
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	15 MIN
	DR. JENNA LESTER
	12:15
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	15 MIN
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	LIVE PANEL DISCUSSION
	15 MIN
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	CONCLUSION
	5 MIN
	DR. ANDREW ALEXIS
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